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I. Basis f the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Articfe 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 

1-101 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-12 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 
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(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


8 




No: 


Claims 


1-7,9-12 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 if novel 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, 
inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Cited documents 

The following documents (D) are referred to in this communication: 

D1: GB-A-1 514 264 

D2: EP-A-0 635 569 

D3: JP-A-58021497 (Derwent Abstract) 

D4: GB-A-2 168 377 

2. Novelty (Article 33(2) PCT) 

2.1 . Document D1 (see p. 2, lines 63-72, page 4, lines 17-43, examples) discloses the 
incorporation of a density reducing phosphate ester into a particulate detergent 
solid which does not comprise enzymes. 

Document D2 discloses (see page 3, line 39 to page 5, line 10; examples, claims 
1-8) a particulate compositions having no enzymes and comprising carrier 
material and silica (Sipernat® D17) which is present neither in the form of 
microspheres nor in cavity-form nor in pore-form. 

Document D3 (see abstract) discloses a fine powder additive having a low density 
for detergent compositions having no enzymes. 

Document D4 (see page 1 , lines 5-19, page 4, lines 33-55, example, claims) 
discloses density reducing glass microspheres together with non-enzyme 
detergent ingredients to form a particulate solid for detergent compositions. 

2.2. With respect to documents D1 , D3 or D4 the claims 1 to 7 are not novel (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

2.3. It should be stressed that for sake of examining neither the technical problem to 
be soloved nor the perferred embodiements of the claims have not been 
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considered because they are considered as not limiting the claims in any manner. 

2.4. Prior art documents (D1 , D2, D3 or D4) do not disclose products comprising 
instructions together with detergent compositions. Therefore, claim 8 appears to 
be novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.5. Independent claims 9 to 12 of the present application describe a method for 
laundring fabrics and several methods which define that stabilizing is achieved by 
adding the particulate solid to the liquid laundry detergent composition. 

A method for laundering fabrics according to independent claim 9 is revealed eg. 
in D2 (p. 10, I. 6-9). The methods as defined in cliams 10-12 describe stabilizing 
methods which are disclosed explicitly of implicitly in prior art document D4 which 
describes the advantages of using low density components (see p. 1, I. 5-19). 
Thus, claims 9 to 12 are not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3. Inventive Step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

The technical problem to be solved by the present invention was to stably 
suspend and/or incorporate detergent ingredients in the form of solid particulates 
into laundry detergent compositions (see page 3, lines 18-31 and page 4, linesl- 
11). The proposed solution is to prepare a detergent composition comprising 
particulate solid density-reducing components that reduce the tendency of 
particulate solids to sediment and/or settle out of liquid laundry detergent 
compositions (see page 4, §1 , 2). 

None of the prior art douments cited in the international search report in the field 
of laundry detergent compositions (in particular D1 , D2, D3) deal with the same 
technical problem and cannot be combined in a reasonable way to arrive at the 
proposed solution of the present application. Document D4 relates to thixotropic 
liquid dishwashing detergent compositions which belong to another technical field 
and the skilled man in the art would not consider. 

After the claims has been become novel over cited documents, the claims of the 
present application will be considered inventive (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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Industrial Applicability (Article 33(4) PCT) 

The claimed invention appears to be industrial applicable in the fields of 
detergents and therefore present application meets the requirements of Article 
33(4) PCT). 



Re Item VII Certain defects in the international application 

1 . As required by Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, it is appropriate to identify documents D1 , D2 
and D3 and to discuss the relevant background art disclosed therein briefly (see 
also the Guidelines II, 4.4 PCT). 

2. The application numbers and internal case numbers cited in the description 
(pages 20, 54, 81 , 82, 83, 84, 93) cannot be found so easily as the corresponding 
publication numbers. 

3. The statements (see page 6, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 38, 45, 58, 59, 100) that cited 
documents are incorporated merely be referred thereto does not permit the 
extension of the present disclosure to be deary determined (see the Guidelines II, 
4.17 PCT). 



Re Item VIII Certain observations on the international application 

1 . The claims do not meet the clarity requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

The terms "solid density-reducing component" and "non-enzyme detergent 
ingredients" obscure the scope of the claim 1 , since they are very broad and it is 
not clear which compounds are meant (Article 6 PCT, the Guidelines III, 4.3 PCT). 

2. The feature "preferably selected from the group consisting of non-bleaching 
agent" of claim 1 has been omitted from the description. Its presence in the 
description is necessary to provide support for the claim as required by Article 6 
PCT. 
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3. Claim 3 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for 
which protection is sought is not defined. The claims attempt to define the subject- 
matter ("capable of expanding ... such that the microsphere's volume increases") 
in terms of the result to be achieved. Such a definition is only allowable under the 
conditions elaborated in the Guidelines III, 4.7 PCT. 

4. The number of independent method claims does not comply with Article 6 and 
Rule 6.1 (a)(b) PCT (the Guidelines III, 3.3 and 5 PCT), since more than one 
independent claim of the same category should be avoided. Present independent 
claims 10 to 12 appear to relate basically to the method of stabilizing the laundry 
composition. 

5. The gel form as defined in claim 7 appears not to be supported correctly by the 
description on page 28, lines 14-27 (Article 6 PCT). From that passage of the 
description it is not clear whether the anionic surfactant component ("a)") is a low 
density filler particulate and "one or more of the following ingredients" ("b)") are 
particulate solids. 

The same applies to the non-aqueous liquid detergent composition of claim 7 and 
contrary to that page 12, lines 10-19. 

6. The feature "non-enzyme detergent composition" is not consistent with the fact 
that present description pages 69-90 explicitly disclose enzymes as ingredients. 

7. The feature "non-bleaching agents" is not consistent with the feature "bleaching 
agents" of claim 5 and description pages 56-69. 
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